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So, it is okay to feel unhappy, concerned, and 
anxious—it is hard not to be these past two years. 
It is our nature to experience those feelings. It 
is okay because we have a God who knows our 
emotions. He knows we will have good days and 
bad days. Through all of it, God is continually there.

As you read through these stories and 
perspectives, I pray they inform you about our 
ministry, inspire you to seek more of God, and that 
you consider sharing them and our ministry with 
your friends and family.

In His Grip,

Okay, I am going to be totally honest. I am not 
happy, well, not happy all the time. There are times 
when I am tired, concerned, and a little anxious. I 
know there are some of you, as you read this issue, 
who are not feeling well. Some of you also have 
concerns, and many of you are a little anxious.

Over the course of this year, I have committed 
myself to listen to and read along with the Bible. 
The other day I came across Psalm 9:9-10.

“The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a 
stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know 
your name trust in you, for you, Lord, have never 
forsaken those who seek you.”

This is a strong reminder of the good news I already 
know. We are not alone. We never were, nor will 
we ever be. Our Lord is a stronghold in times of 
trouble and does not forsake those who seek Him. 
During the times in my life, both past and present, 
where I was not happy or concerned and anxious, 
God was always there.

He is a refuge and stronghold.

Often God uses us and the ministries we are 
involved in or support, to be a refuge. And through 
our prayers and actions, He provides so many in 
need, like those affected by the war in Ukraine, 
with a stronghold. 

Refuge
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"The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a 
stronghold in times of trouble Those who know 

your name trust in you, for you, Lord, have never 
forsaken those who seek you." —Psalm 9:9-10

Eric Schroeder
President & CEO
CDF Capital
eschroeder@cdfcapital.org



Most Christian ministries are funded by the 
cash donations of their partners. Generosity 

combines the giving desires of individual 
stewards with the missions of churches and 

ministries. CDF Capital Foundation serves both 
individuals and the churches and ministries they 

support. Here are some ways to give. 

Give cash. There is no limit on the 
deduction of cash gifts to 501(c)(3) organizations 
this year. You can deduct up to 100% of cash giving 
on your federal tax return. 

Use your IRA to make charitable gifts.               
Transfer money directly from your IRA to a charity of your choice.

Give stock and appreciated assets to 
nonprofit organizations.  
Learn the benefits of giving appreciated assets at the link below. 

Contact the CDF Capital Foundation staff to learn more about 
these strategies and many other options to maximize your 
stewardship and giving. 

Find out more at cdf.capital/givingtips.

Help 
More 
Ministries 
Grow
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$100,000, you have a taxable gain of $80,000.

by David Duncan 
Executive Director, CDF Capital Foundation

What do you know about icebergs? They are cold, 
made of water, and scientists tell us that only 
about 10% of the iceberg’s mass is visible above 
the water’s surface. The last point is where I want 
to focus.

IRS data has shown that for families with net 
worth, the iceberg can be an apt analogy. For many, 
cash makes up approximately 10% of their wealth 
(above the surface). The other 90% (below the 
surface) consists of various noncash assets.

Cash is considered the most “liquid” of assets 
as it is easily used to pay for goods and services 
and transferred among individuals. Most 
compensation for work is received as cash and 
is taxed at ordinary income tax rates. Interest on 
cash savings is also taxed as ordinary income.

Noncash assets are assets other than cash 
and they tend to be less liquid—or less easy to 
transfer. Real estate (houses, land, other buildings), 
securities (stocks and bonds), life insurance, 
vehicles and equipment, tangible personal 
property, artwork and collectibles, inventory, 
intellectual property, and for taxation purposes—
cryptocurrencies, are all noncash assets.

Noncash assets may increase (appreciate) or 
decrease (depreciate) in value and may be taxed 
at capital gains tax rates, ordinary income tax 
rates, or with other special tax provisions. It is 
common for taxation on noncash asset growth to 
be deferred until the asset is sold.

Things To Know

1. Many Taxes are Optional
Your options regarding some taxes are to pay them, 
postpone them, reduce or, even eliminate them.  
For example, if you invested $20,000 in stock 
many years ago, and today that stock is valued at 

3 Things to Know 
A B O U T  N O N C A S H  A S S E T S

“For many, cash makes up approximately 10% of 
their wealth (above the surface). The other 90% 
(below the surface) consists of various noncash 

assets." - David Duncan

If you sell the stock, your gain will be subject to 
federal capital gains tax plus any applicable state 
tax. In some states, your tax on the sale may 
exceed 35% of the $80,000 gain. So, if you have an 
appreciated asset to sell, consider your options: 
 
Pay the tax. Sell the stock, pay the tax—have the 
remaining (net) proceeds left to do with as you desire. 
 
Postpone the tax. The simplest way to postpone 
this tax is to not sell the stock. If your gain is not 

“realized” (through a taxable transaction like a 
sale), the tax is not due. There are other ways to 
postpone, but they are more complicated and 
obscure.

Reduce the tax. Based upon your other income, 
selling small amounts of the stock over a period 
of years may keep the tax at the lowest levels, but 
this option is not always viable. 

Eliminate the tax. However, one sure way to 
eliminate the tax on an appreciated asset is to 
use it to make a charitable gift. Qualified charities 
pay no income tax when they receive and sell 
appreciated assets like stock.

Of course, taxation is never simple, so please 
consult your own advisors. 

2. Noncash Assets Receive a Step-up
Under current federal tax law, when gifted at 
the time of death, many appreciated noncash 
assets receive an adjustment to cost basis that 
may reduce or eliminate capital gains tax for the 



In recent years, Congress has made the regulations 
more restrictive, requiring an acceleration 
of withdrawal from inherited IRAs. This also 
accelerates the payment of the taxes.

Bottomline—some assets carry with them a tax 
obligation no matter who converts the asset to 
cash by sale or withdrawal. These include the 
aforementioned traditional qualified retirement 
accounts (not ROTH accounts), most savings bonds, 
certain stock options or deferred compensation, 
and other forms of income due to the deceased 
individual. This form of taxation is referred to as 
Income in Respect of Decedent, or IRD tax.

But here is a beautiful part of the tax code. Many 
IRD assets can be gifted to charity (think your 
church or favorite ministry) at death and the charity 
can receive the income without paying taxes. 

For example, if you name your church beneficiary of 
your $100,000 IRA, the church can withdraw all the 
money from the account at your passing and pay $0 
in income tax. The entire value of the account can 
be used to further the ministry of your church.

Conclusion 
Our stewardship of these assets is every bit as 
important as our stewardship of our income. If we 
believe we should tithe (or more) of income, then 
what should be our strategy for using noncash 
assets for Kingdom work? Worthy of some 
consideration, don’t you think?

The rules for taxation of noncash assets can be quite 
complicated, but not impossible to understand. At 
CDF Capital Foundation, we stand ready to assist 
you in this vital area of stewardship. If you would 
like to discuss this aspect of your stewardship, feel 
free to contact us for a no-cost and no-obligation 
conversation. You can reach me personally at  
855-266-4774 or by email at 
dduncan@cdfcapitalfoundation.org.
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inheritor. Using our example above, if you leave the 
stock to your family in your estate plan, they get 
to revalue the cost basis to the time of transfer. If 
it is valued at $100,000 and the family sells it for 
$100,000, there will be no capital gains tax payable.

There have been suggestions by some in (and 
outside of) Congress to eliminate the step-up 
provision for inherited assets. The thought is 
there is much tax income being lost through this 
provision in the Code.  However, at this writing 
the step-up is still a benefit for those who wish to 
leave appreciated assets to individuals at death.

3. Some Taxes on Noncash Assets are 
Unavoidable—by Individuals
Suppose your $100,000 stock portfolio is 
inside your traditional Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA). You can buy and sell inside this 
account without paying any immediate tax on 
the transactions. However, when you begin to 
withdraw income from the IRA, every dollar 
withdrawn is taxed at your applicable ordinary 
income tax rate.

At your death, you can leave your IRA to one or 
more individuals, but the step-up in cost basis does 
not apply. Because the IRA has been funded with 
pre-tax investments and has grown tax-deferred, 
whoever withdraws from it must pay income taxes 
at ordinary income tax rates. Seems fair enough.



The campaign, however, was ignited by the build out 
of its brand-new main worship sanctuary that is now 
fully operational and just as vibrant as the members 
who call Compass Christian Church their home.

“This whole endeavor was really monumental,” Rick 
Calcutt, Pastor of Creative Environments, said. “The 
family of Compass and individual families within 
Compass had the opportunity to participate hands 
on with the project, making the church building 
more personal.”

Rick has been with Compass for seven years and has 
been one of the creative eyes for the church. Rick 
brings details to the church’s physical space and 
finds ways to add an innovative touch to many of 
Compass’ design endeavors.

The Meaning of a 
Wooden Cross
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Church members were encouraged to 
write the names of people that they were 

praying for on wooden stakes

Photo: Compass Christian Church

by Derrick Engoy

When Compass Christian Church in Chandler, Arizona set 
out to build a new worship center, they brought memorable 
collaboration with wooden stakes. Read about how the 
names on stakes became a meaningful art element in the 
new building. 

Pulsing underneath the Arizona desert sun is a 
vibrant and energetic church that serves in two 
locations: Chandler and Casa Grande. Known for 
caring about people who are far away from God, 
Compass Christian Church, although nearly 100 
years old, has become one of the fastest growing 
churches in the area. The church loves people well 
and creates opportunities for the entire family to 
learn more about Jesus in practical and simple ways.

Compass recently participated in a campaign titled 
Uncharted. The campaign began more than two 
years ago and was threefold. The church set out 
to partner with missions groups all over the world 
to expand its Kingdom reach beyond the Arizona 
borders. The church also worked to better solidify 
its ongoing ministry budget items in order to 
steward well its resources.



CDF Capital Partnering with the Church

With the project complete, Compass Christian 
Church has a beautiful design that church members 
are proud to invite their friends and family to. 

"We were honored to step in to serve Compass 
as they were taking such a momentous step for 
their church,” Mark said. “Starting a project of this 
scope a few months before the pandemic reared its 
head was not an ideal situation. But the Compass 
leadership exhibited both faith and wisdom as they 
navigated the project in such a certain time."

“They have such a heart to reach their community 
for Jesus, and this facility is a world-class tool to 
accomplish their mission,” Mark continued. “I've 
worked on many projects in my years with CDF 
Capital, and this is one of the finest facilities I have 
ever seen."

Decor Features on Target

“Rick went above and beyond on some of the internal 
touches in the lobby that featured their mission and 
values. A huge cross was created out of stakes that 
their people put in the ground at groundbreaking,” 
Mark Briggs, Executive Vice President of Lending and 
Investments with CDF Capital, said. “I'm guessing 
there were over 1000 of them.”

Instead of simply creating a standard lobby that 
welcomed families into the church, Rick felt adding 
the church member’s personal touch to the project 
fit well with the Uncharted theme. During the initial 
campaign and sermon series, church members were 
encouraged to write the names of people that they 
were praying for on wooden stakes. The stakes, 
then, were driven into the ground where the future 
building would eventually be erected. The church 
also wrote similar messages on small rocks to add to 
the visual demarcation of their future sanctuary. 

After the series ended, the wooden stakes and rocks 
were boxed up and set aside.

“I didn’t know how they were going to be used,” Rick 
recalled. “But I knew that at some point those rocks 
and the stakes were going to be used.”

When the building was under construction, the 
lightbulb went off in Rick’s head.

“We were having a meeting one day with the 
architect about some of the items that were going 
to be in the building,” Rick remembered. “One of the 
items was the cross that was going to go over the 
main entrance into the worship center.

“The architect was describing the cross, how big it was 
going to be, and that it was going to be metal,” Rick 
continued. “I realized it wasn’t going to be very big. 
And then I remembered the stakes. If I could use those 
stakes to form a cross, how cool would that be?”

The cross stands at 18 feet tall and 9 feet wide and 
has become a creative wonder that church members 
and visitors marvel at week in and week out.

In addition to the personalized cross, Rick also 
wanted to include the rocks that the Compass 
members wrote on to fill the riverbed water feature 
that would become the main walkway accent into 
the lobby area of the main worship sanctuary. 
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People across the nation watch in horror as the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues to intensify. Homes, 
cities, public buildings, and lives are being destroyed before our very eyes. While the United States and most 
of the other western powers have joined together to implement immense sanctions to help alleviate the 
pressures, many wonder what other relief efforts can be done to assist the war-torn country. 

 Acts of compassion and generosity, as crippling as this humanitarian crisis is, are two simple ways that can 
make a dramatic difference in rebuilding life in Ukraine. Organizations working directly on the ground, 
as well as active in nations that border the country stand on these two principles to lead the charge of 
assistance.

CDF Capital has close ties to two organizations, Remember the Children and Mulberry International 
Resources.

 Since its inception 26 years ago, Remember the Children has focused on orphan care, church planting, and 
leadership development in Romania and Tanzania. However, since the current Russian invasion began, RTC 
has become a safe passage for families escaping the war.

“We’ve already got 150 refugees and counting, and we’re feeding 400 to 500 people as they cross the 
border daily,” Andy Baker, Founder, and CEO, said during the second week of the war. “Most people are 
moving through Romania and going west. A lot of them are heading to Italy and Germany.” 

Andy’s phone has been ringing nonstop since the attacks on Ukraine started. Partnering organizations have 
been seeking assistance from Remember the Children. Andy’s team has worked round the clock, both here 
in the states and on the ground in Romania, to ensure Ukrainians get the help they need.

“I also have three families in Suceava, Romania, that we got them down to Bucharest. We’re working on 
getting them to the embassy. And, hopefully, get them to Idaho in the coming weeks where families have 
agreed to take them in as refugees,” Andy said while responding to a text message from a colleague in 
Ukraine. “And I just sent some funding to another gentleman in Western Ukraine to buy medicine and 
medical supplies.”

While Remember the Children actively works to provide safety for those coming from Ukraine, Natasha 
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Andy was able to arrange temporary lodging for 
those whom Natasha sent. He networked with a 
Romanian Baptist church, located at the Ukraine 
border, where the caravan was able to eat, rest, 
and refuel before making its way to Remember 
the Children headquarters for further assistance. 
Natasha also secured a long-term arrangement with 
a ministry in Germany that the children’s home will 
eventually make its way toward once the team is 
ready to receive them.

"Natasha and I have been talking every day. And 
that’s just one example of how we’ve worked 
together,” Andy said. “I don’t know how to explain it 
to you. I’m on the verge of tears just every minute. 
When I talk with some people out there, they say, 
‘We’re doing what we can do, Andy, because it’s 
what God calls us to do. We live in every moment, 
wondering if we’re next.’” 

Both Andy and Natasha have been encouraged 
by the outpouring of inquiries by friends, family 
members, and partnering organizations seeking 
ways they can help. Since the borders and ports 
have been blockaded and seized by the Russian 
military, it is next to impossible to ship in-kind 
gifts into the country. Sending financial donations 
is the easiest way to assist during this phase of 
the war. With leadership teams set up on the 
ground, withdrawing funds at an ATM or wiring 
money is fast and efficient, allowing both Mulberry 
International and Remember the Children to quickly 
purchase needed goods locally.

“A food packet—like basic grains, oil, pasta—for a 
family of four or five, about $15 would be enough 
for them to survive a week,” Natasha said, describing 
how far donations can stretch. “And $100 would 
provide one family basic needs for a month.
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Reimer and Mulberry International are working 
closely with individuals and families that are in the 
direct path of the fighting.

“We were strategically placed. We were placed 
in the city of Mariupol, which is outside of the 
frontlines,” Natasha said. “We were already 
working with that population since 2015, dealing 
with displaced refugees and helping out planting 
churches in the buffer zone. We’ve been doing it. In 
a way, when this whole thing blew over, we didn’t 
have to set anything up. We were already set up.”

Mulberry exists to promote eternal transformation 
by bringing hope and healing to at-risk children and 
families in Ukraine. Natasha, currently the Executive 
Director, sees the organization’s mission being lived 
out every single day as Ukrainians seek safety and 
help. 

Andy and Natasha met at the CDF Capital 
Foundation Mentoring Program back in 2020. They 
both learned valuable lessons of strategic planning 
in their cohort. Natasha and Andy were both highly 
motivated by the CDF Capital team to get back to 
their respective organizations to implement new 
strategies and take their humanitarian work to the 
next level.

Little did they know, the two would find themselves 
working together years later in such a devastating 
capacity.

 “A couple of days ago, Andy reached out to me 
and told me they’re receiving people,” Natasha 
said, recalling their conversation just days after 
the invasion broke out. “We evacuated a Christian 
children’s home out of Mariupol—30 plus children, 
staff, and families. They are, right now, at the border 
with Romania.”

Photo credit: Mulberry International Resources



away for the first few years, and then turned it 
into an investment fund. It was the story of how 
Churches of Christ Building and Loan Fund got 
started.”

Today that organization is known as CDF Capital.

“I’ve been in church all my life, so naturally I wanted 
to support churches and help start new ones,” Letty 
recalled.

After Letty read that article, she put $500 in an 
envelope and became part of the CDF Capital 
story. It was not until several years later that Letty 
learned she was the company’s very first investor.

“Having Christians deal with your money and 
knowing there won’t be any shenanigans or false 
moves—that’s a wonderful feeling,” Letty said.

Letty’s initial investment grew significantly over the 
years. She eventually sold her house and moved, and 
she invested any extra money in CDF Capital.

“I wanted somewhere safe to invest my money, and 
I felt like that was the safest option,” Letty said. 
“That’s where I get my interest every month. And 
along with my social security, that’s what I live on. I 
had mortgage payments for years after I retired, so 
I really counted on that money.”

Letty has since paid off her house and enjoys 
retirement without worrying about money. And 
while her wise investments are certainly part of the 
reason why that is possible, Letty also had a long, 
exciting career in medicinal research.

Hard-Working Single Mom

Decades ago, Letty found herself in a tough spot.

“I had four children, and I was divorced, so I had to 
go to work to support my children,” she said.

Thankfully a family connection landed her a job 
working in a lab at the California Institute of 
Technology. Letty was split between two roles, 
working in both virology and psychobiology. One team 

Letty Briggs turned 90 last September. That is 
something worth celebrating because Letty was 
the first investor at CDF Capital. She made her 
first investment at the age of 31, a huge sacrifice at 
that time, in order to Help Churches Grow. We are 
grateful for what she did to support our ministry 
at its inception. The original check Letty wrote sits 
laminated on the desk of our CEO, Eric Schroeder. 
It reminds us of our beginnings and that anything 
great starts off small. 

To honor and celebrate Letty and her 90th year, 
we are sharing her story again as a CDF Capital 
foundational investor. 

A Fateful Encounter—a Faithful 
Investment

Letty stumbled across an article, decades ago, in 
the Christian Standard that struck a chord.

“Banks wouldn’t loan people money to start 
churches, so a group of men got together and 
mortgaged their homes so they could do it 
themselves,” Letty said. “They gave that money 

“Having Christians deal with your 
money and knowing there won’t be any 

shenanigans or false moves—that’s a 
wonderful feeling.” —Letty Briggs

Foundational  
Investor 
Celebrates her 
90th Birthday
by CDF Capital
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conducted research to help people with epilepsy, the 
other did research to help people with polio.

While the job itself did not last, it opened the door 
for Letty to continue contributing to important 
research. She conducted tumor research with 
Huntington Hospital for six years, then transitioned 
to cancer research with California Hospital, where 
she remained for another decade. Letty’s career 
pivoted to clinical work, where she worked until 
she retired just before the age of 65. She wanted to 
keep working, but by that time her arthritis forced 
her to quit.

And all this while Letty remained very involved in 
her church.

From Sunday School Kid to Sunday 
School Teacher

Letty taught Sunday school for many years, even as 
she worked to support her family and even when 
her job at the clinical lab required her to work 
Sundays. She would get up in the morning to teach 
class at church and then head to work.

One of Letty’s favorite memories from Sunday 
school was when Cambodian refugees came to her 
church. The Cambodian children shyly made their 
way into her class, and since they did not speak 
English, Letty gave them some activities to do.

Because she could not verbally communicate to 
them that she loved and cared for them, Letty chose 
to communicate God’s love in a language they would 
understand.

“I sat down on a chair by the door and had them 
line up and gave each one of them a hug. They were 
not very comfortable with that,” Letty recalled 
through tears. “But by the next Sunday they lined 
up themselves with smiles on their faces. They 
responded to that. That’s one of my favorite 
memories of my time teaching Sunday school.”

Beloved Church Member

Today, at 90 years old, Letty no longer volunteers in 
her church’s Sunday school, but she remains actively 
involved with her church, Community Christian 
Church of the Foothills in Tujunga, California.

“People are very loving and helpful,” she said. “I don’t 
know how people live and don’t have any church and 
don’t have knowledge of Jesus Christ. I just don’t.”

After all her years of supporting the work of the 
Church, others are constantly blessing Letty with 
the gift of service. A church member drives her to 
appointments in Pasadena. And five years ago when 
we invited Letty to our 60th anniversary dinner, her 
pastor drove down with her.

“Just the other day, Ted Norvell from my church 
came and did some work for me,” Letty said. “He was 
a cabinet maker. I did not know they still had those 
in this day and age.”

Letty’s passion for the church continues through 
CDF Capital, as she remains an active investor.

“CDF has been a blessing to me too,” she said. 
“Where else could I have an arrangement like 
that where I can call each month and talk to other 
Christians and also see how my investment is 
doing?”

The church has been part of Letty’s life since she 
was a child, and for the last 65 years, she has helped 
to ensure that churches can continue to grow—so 
more people, young and old, can experience the love 
of Jesus Christ.

“CDF has been a blessing to me 
too. Where else could I have an 

arrangement like that where I can 
call each month and talk to other 
Christians and also see how my 

investment is doing?” —Letty Briggs
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“I love working with our customers. I love helping 
them solve problems,” Liz explained. “I love working 
especially with people that have lost people, older 
people. It seemed no matter how old I was, I always 
had a heart for our seniors. 

“Now that I am one,” she continued. “It is something 
that is closer to my heart than it was then.”

Being gregarious is somewhat of Liz’s life purpose. 
Whether it is volunteering for her church or taking 
care of her family, Liz always finds ways to connect 
with others on a deep personal level. Liz, having 
worked for CDF Capital for a quarter of a century 
and having been married to her husband for 50 
years, desires to build relationships for the long haul.

When it comes to her work with CDF Capital, living 
out her purpose is no different.

“I had a heart for our customers and my coworkers,” 
Liz said of the kind of legacy she wants to leave 
behind at CDF Capital when she eventually retires. 

“I want people to know that I did my job well and 
that I was available to do whatever needed to be 
done no matter how big or small it was.”

Having a background in musical worship has also 
played a significant role in Liz’s sustainability, both 
at work and with her family. Liz, not only has given 
the gift of worship to her family, but her spiritual 
countenance has also continually encouraged her 
coworkers.

“My heart has always been led towards worship 
and participating on worship teams. I’ve been doing 
that for most of my adult life,” Liz described. “One 
of the things my husband and I have done is pass 
on our passion of worship to our kids and to our 
grandkids.

“Worship makes me feel like I’m closer to the Lord, 
being able to express my heart and to feel His 
presence even more,” she continued. “Not only 
for myself, but it’s to help other people enter the 
throne room of God, too.”
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“I love working with our customers. 
I love helping them solve problems”

- Liz Schroth

Liz Schroth will celebrate her 25th year with CDF 
Capital this October. Hard work and being easy 
going are a couple of reasons for Liz’s longevity with 
the company. However, Liz’s lasting presence also 
has to do with her tremendous heart for her family 
and for God.

“It's been a great company to work for. I really enjoy 
it.” she said. “The top priority for my job is helping 
our customers and that's my main love and passion 
for my position. It’s kind of cool to have a job as well 
as a ministry.”

From being a receptionist when she first began her 
journey to providing overall investment support, 
Liz embraced every moment and transition she 
experienced with CDF Capital. Stepping into the 
handful of various positions within the company was 
something she enjoyed without reserve. Liz, now 
currently working as an Investment Coordinator III, 
finds immense joy working for a company that, not 
only deals with finances, but also provides a platform 
for her to do Kingdom work.

Staff Highlight
Liz Schroth
by Derrick Engoy
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Have you ever wondered what takes place behind the scenes at CDF Capital?

As a contractor for the last year and a half I have had the privilege of working closely with the 
CDF Capital team. I got a bit of a “peek behind the curtain” as they say, and this is what I learned. 

Kingdom First One of the core values of CDF Capital is Kingdom first. It guides everything 
CDF Capital does. We can look at the world through a lens of culture, of upbringing, our personal 
preferences, or we can look at the world and everything we do through a Kingdom mindset and 
biblical worldview.  CDF Capital team members ask the question, “Are we utilizing God’s resources 
well?” The staff has a deep understanding that there is a responsibility to steward well what others 
have entrusted to them. Kingdom first means Kingdom stewardship.

Christ-like Character  CDF Capital also strives to exhibit Christ-like character. The staff strives 
to involve Jesus in everything they do, keeping Him at the center—both at work and in every area of 
their lives. 

Team-ness  If there is a good word to describe the CDF Capital staff, it is “team.” Each member 
carries their own responsibility, yet willing and able to collaborate and assist others when needed. 
CDF Capital staff is a team that is built on community. Emails of encouragement are sent weekly 
to the staff by the CEO. Some of the staff have even been with CDF Capital longer than they have 
been married to their spouse. There is a level of commitment to the organization and each other 
that is not always found in work settings. Fun is also a key element of CDF Capital culture. The 
entire staff in December, for example, celebrated Christmas with lunch and a very ugly Christmas 
sweater contest. It was a time of community, reflection, and laughter—a great way to end the year 
and prepare for the next season.

 Service  God has called CDF Capital to deliver Spiritual Capital, Leadership Capital, and 
Financial Capital in a way that serves others well. It is a mindset of EXCELLENCE; which builds 
a culture that seeks to EXCEED EXPECTATIONS. This trickles into everything done at CDF 
Capital, even answering the phones. It might seem simple, but I cannot tell you how many 
financial institutions—let alone companies in general—that I have called and been on hold for 
hours. Just the other day I was on hold with my bank for a long time. I kept thinking, “This would 
never happen at CDF Capital.”

Growth The CDF Capital staff believes if they are growing as individuals, the organization 
will grow too. In turn, God can use us and CDF Capital to grow the Kingdom. That is why the 
internal values of individuals and corporately are a high priority. Growth, however, is not 
the result of the above values alone, but how they work together. Personal development is 
imperative. The staff celebrates and looks forward to growing as individuals. Encouraged to 
give and volunteer regularly, many are highly involved in their home churches and participate in 
non-profit work outside of the office. 

In my time working with CDF Capital, the glimpse I saw of the individuals and the core values 
of this organization left me impressed. I am excited to see how God continues to work through 
CDF Capital's staff and ministry. 

CDF Capital Staff Christmas Party 2021
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A Peek Behind
the Curtain
by Harmony Brown
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The holistic healing efforts of rescuing young girls 
from human trafficking and sexual exploitation is 
not for the faint of heart. It is hard work that Rapha 
International accomplishes day in and day out.

“All of the work that we do is about trauma. We are 
dealing with children who have experienced trauma 
of many kinds,” Aryn Crawford said. “In order to 
address trauma, we need to provide services and 
support that address every part of a girl's life.” 

Aryn is the Development Director for the 
organization and has been working with the 
company since 2021. She described Rapha 
International, with locations in Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Haiti, as a child healing and advocacy 
center. They implement many aftercare programs 
to provide its survivors with a pathway toward 
freedom. Aryn, however, indicated that their social 
work and legal advocacy is the crucial element in 
helping their young girls reintegrate into society.

“Without our social work element, there is no 
way that girls can reintegrate back into their 
communities, yet that is the end goal of our holistic 
treatment,” Aryn said. “Girls are not meant to stay 
with us forever. That is not what we want for them. 

We want them in the God-given model of family 
and community.”

An important component of achieving sustainable 
freedom includes education and training for 
employment. And, although numerous schools 
near their international locations closed down 
during the pandemic, Rapha International worked 
hard to ensure that the girls in their care had all of 
the technological devices and support they needed 
in order to carry on with school from their homes.

“Our staff did not ever stop impressing us in just 
how much they were willing to go the extra mile 
to figure out extra resources that the girls needed,” 
Aryn explained. “Our social workers were going 
from home-to-home helping kids with homework 
through windows if they had to, to be COVID-safe.”

Success, however, is not void of struggle. Aryn 

Combating  
Human Trafficking
A N  I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  R A P H A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

by Alexa Johansen

“In order to address trauma, we need to provide 
services and support that address every part of a 

girl's life.” —Aryn Crawford



explained that there are still ongoing needs. One 
particular need is the continual replenishment of 
motos. Motos are motorized scooters that help the 
organization’s social workers get to and from their 
destinations.

“I am always in need of motos because our social 
workers wear them out zipping around town every 
day,” Aryn explained. “They are visiting families, 
taking kids to appointments, going to schools, 
going to court, visiting all over town and I am 
buying them all the time.”

Knowing that funding, resources, and partnerships 
are key to Aryn’s role as Development Director, 
she was excited to share her plans of joining CDF 
Capital’s yearlong cohort. Rapha International’s 
Chief Financial Officer and General Council 
both completed the cohort program and highly 
recommended Aryn join since she first began her 
role with the company.

“It was recommended that I get right on board with 
CDF Capital,” Aryn said. “I know that our executive 
team really looks upon CDF Capital as a resource in 
regards to learning and growing. CDF Capital has 
been a fantastic resource in terms of training staff.”

Aryn looks forward to beginning the program and 
expects it to be an immersive experience that will 
help in her own development. Aryn is also excited 
to build on the fundraising knowledge that she 
came in with to ensure that Rapha International 
is optimizing all opportunities and partnerships. 
Aryn explained that she is eager to dive into the 
content and to see how CDF Capital operates 
strategically, so that she might gain insight to add 
to her own workflow.

Rapha International’s long-term vision is to expand 
and reach more locations, more needs, and more 
children. She believes the CDF Capital cohort 
experience, continued partnerships, and further 
resources for growth will help to fulfill Rapha 
International’s vision.
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Quoting a line from a poem by Maya Angelou, Aryn 
said, “‘When we know better, we do better.’ That’s 
what comes to mind when I think about our vision 
and focus for 2022. We are learning more all of 
the time so that we know better. And when we do 
know better, we are implementing those changes.”

Aryn, excited for the future, also knows that 
this year is a crucial time for what is ahead. The 
dream for Rapha International is to harness the 
opportunity to serve more communities and 
more children across the globe. Continuing to 
solidify their path forward today, however, is key. 
Before expanding and extending itself, Rapha 
International looks to ensure that what they 
have in place now is serving its highest purpose. 
Aryn believes Rapha International’s continued 
partnership with CDF Capital will provide a strong 
foundation for the future.

“It is really important to us to make sure we are 
offering the highest quality of services to young 
girls who are in need of protection and healing,” 
she said. “And for that support to lead them to 
sustainable freedom.”

Photo credit: Rapha House
The images of the children in the pictures have been edited for their autonomy and safety.

"CDF Capital has been a fantastic resource in 
terms of training staff.” —Aryn Crawford

"When we know better, we do better.” 
—Maya Angelo
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